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NEWS RELEASE
Three arrested in homicide of Sanford man

 
SEMINOLE CO. (July 18, 2016) – The Seminole County Sheriff’s Office this morning arrested Charles 
Shannon Rhinehart, age 46, for the homicide of Stephen Thomas, 51, of Sanford.  Rhinehart’s son, 
Charles Shade Rhinehart, age 18, and Christina Jordan, age 33, were also arrested for accessory after 
the fact.
 
Thomas was last seen on July 13 at around 9 p.m., at a bar in Sanford.  He was reported missing by 
family members the following day after he did not return home and failed to show up for work that 
morning.  When his truck was found abandoned in a parking lot on Keyes Court in Sanford, deputies 
and Sanford Police Department officers responded to the location and initiated an extensive search 
of the area, including a nearby homeless camp occupied by several of Thomas’ acquaintances.  
Investigators interviewed several subjects at the camp including Jordan and the two Rhinehart men.  
 
On July 17 investigators received a tip which lead them to a location near the homeless camp where 
they discovered Thomas’ body buried in a shallow grave. Witnesses told investigators that Thomas 
and Charles Shannon Rhinehart were involved in a physical altercation.  During the fight, Thomas 
stabbed Rhinehart with a knife.  The two were separated, but as Thomas walked away, Rhinehart 
struck him several times in the head with a shovel, killing him.   Rhinehart then tossed Thomas’ cell 
phone and knife into the fire in an attempt to destroy the evidence.
 
Charles Shannon Rhinehart was arrested and booked into the John E. Polk Correctional Facility 
(JEPCF) on charges of second degree murder and two counts of destroying evidence.  He is being 
held on a no bond status and is scheduled to attend first appearance tomorrow at 1:30 p.m.  
Christina Jordan and Charles Shade Rhinehart were also arrested and booked into the JEPCF on the 
charge of accessory after the fact, a second degree felony, for refusing to provide law enforcement 
information about the crime.  Jordan is being denied bond at this time because she was arrested in 
May for fraud and was out on felony bond status. Charles Shade Rhinehart is being held on a $2,000 
bond and both he and Jordan were scheduled to attend first appearance today at 1:30 p.m.
  
Please do not respond back to this email as the account is not monitored.  For more information 
contact:
 
Kim Cannaday (kcannaday@seminolesheriff.org)
(407) 665-6978 - desk
(407) 402-3319 - cell
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HOMELESS, SANFORD, FL 32771


DEFENDANT


Height:


Local Address:


Job:


DL#:


Weight: Eyes: Hair:


Race: Sex: DOB: Or Age:


Alcohol Related: Drug Related:


W M 3/6/1970
602 160 BRO BRO U U


Phone:               Residence:


Religion:


                         
DL State: FL SSN: S 


Citizenship: United States of America


Next of Kin: Relationship: NOK Phone:


Alias Name(s): Person Identifier(s):
BUILD MEDIUM BUILD MEDIUM 


Co-Defendant(s):


CHARGE(S)


P
C


The undersignted certifieds and swears that he/she has just and reasonable grounds to believe, and does believe that the above named defendant committed the following violation of law:


On the 18 of July, 2016 at 12:00 AM (Specifically include facts constituting cause for arrest.)     |   BOND: 0.00


P.C. Exists for Charge(s): Judges's Signature: Date:


Weapon Seized:
Arrest Location:


Offense Location:
Arrest Date/Time:


Jail#:


No
100 BUSH BLVD, SANFORD, FL 32773
KEYS, SANFORD, FL 32773
7/18/2016 0:00
            


Weapon Type: UNKNOWN


Booked Date/Time:
Local#:


7/18/2016 0:00
        


Jail Date/Time:
FDLE#:


7/18/2016 0:00
          


Fingerprinted:
DOC#:


N


Court Translator: N Language:


GPS monitored: If not a U.S. citizen, contact embassy consulateN


On July 14, 2016 at an undetermined time believed to be prior to 6:00 am, the defendant Charles Shannon Rhinehart did commit the 
offenses of Homicide 2nd degree and Tampering with Physical Evidence. The defendant Rhinehart was involved in a fight with the victim 
Stephen Thomas in a wooded area in the vicinity of Keys Court in Sanford, Florida. Taylor had initially attacked Rhinehart and cut him 
twice with a small knife. The two were separated by a female identified as Christina Jordan. Taylor walked away from where Rhinehart 
was located and began looking for his cellular phone which had been lost in the area. 


 


Jordan said that later that morning, Rhinehart found the knife that Taylor had used to stab him as well as Taylor`s cellular telephone and 
threw them into the fire at his camp.  A knife and cellular telephone were both later recovered from an area used by Rhinehart to build 
fires at his camp. 


Post Miranda,  
 


Name Race Sex DOB or Age


JORDAN, CHRISTINA MARIE W F 3/17/1983
RHINEHART, CHARLES SHADE W M 12/27/1997


Statute# TypeOrdinanceCounts Reason#Attempt/CommitCharge Description


1 782.04   2  Probable Cause


Drug Activity: N/A Drug Qty: 0.00


HOMICIDE-WILFUL KILL-MURDER DANGEROUS 
DEPRAVED WITHOUT PREMEDITATION 2ND 
DEGREE


No Commit


1 918.13      Probable Cause


Drug Qty: 0.00


EVIDENCE-DESTROYING-TAMPER WITH OR 
FABRICATE PHYSICAL


No Commit


1 918.13      Probable Cause


Drug Qty: 0.00


EVIDENCE-DESTROYING-TAMPER WITH OR 
FABRICATE PHYSICAL


No Commit


Business Address:


Business Phone:               
UNEMPLOYED                         Business Name:


Marital: Place of Birth:   


Name: RHINEHART, CHARLES SHANNON 


County
NONE GIVEN
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ARREST REPORT


Seminole County Sheriff`s Office


N.S.A: 82 GRID


Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#:


For the Public:


Juvenile:


Agency Report #:


Yes
No
201600005600


Cmty: WAC







 


Based on the facts provided to law enforcement as well as physical evidence obtained during the investigation, I believe Rhinehart 
committed the offenses of Homicide 2nd degree and two counts of tampering with physical evidence. These offenses did occur in 
Seminole County Florida.


Statements made by defendant prior to, during, and after arrest as related to each charge:


ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION


Miranda
Warning


HOLD FOR OTHER AGENCY
Name:


           Reason:


I swear/affirm the above and reversed and attached statements are true and correct. 
Officer's/Complaintant's Signature


 ANDERSON, DANIEL WILLIAM            197089
 Name(Printed) and Employee#


Verified By:


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the 
undersigned


authority, this _____ day of
___________________,


in the year ____________.


Name/Title of Person Authorized to 
Adminster Oath.


B
O
N
D


I
N
F
O


Date Bond: Charge # Bond: Charge #


Type:          Type:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Date:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Time:


Releasing Officer:


ADULTS ONLY!!
Hold for First Appearance
DO NOT BOND


Bond 
Type:
1. R.O.R.
2. Cash


3.Surety
4. Bail/
     Bond


5. Cert.
6. Other
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ARREST REPORT


Seminole County Sheriff`s Office


N.S.A: 82 GRID


Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#:


For the Public:


Juvenile:


Agency Report #:


Yes
No
201600005600


Cmty: WAC












HOMELESS, SANFORD, FL 32771


DEFENDANT


Height:


Local Address:


Job:


DL#:


Weight: Eyes: Hair:


Race: Sex: DOB: Or Age:


Alcohol Related: Drug Related:


W M 12/27/1997


600 150 BRO BRO U U
Phone:               Residence:


Religion:


                         


DL State: FL SSN: S 
Citizenship: United States of America


Next of Kin: Relationship: NOK Phone:


Alias Name(s): Person Identifier(s):


BUILD SMALL BUILD SMALL 


Co-Defendant(s):


CHARGE(S)


P
C


The undersignted certifieds and swears that he/she has just and reasonable grounds to believe, and does believe that the above named defendant committed the following violation of law:


On the 18 of July, 2016 at 12:00 AM (Specifically include facts constituting cause for arrest.)     |   BOND: 15,000.00


P.C. Exists for Charge(s): Judges's Signature: Date:


Weapon Seized:


Arrest Location:


Offense Location:


Arrest Date/Time:


Jail#:


No
100 BUSH BLVD, SANFORD, FL 32773
KEYS COURT, SANFORD, FL 32773
7/18/2016 0:00
201600007152


Weapon Type: UNKNOWN


Booked Date/Time:


Local#:
7/18/2016 0:00
        


Jail Date/Time:


FDLE#:
7/18/2016 0:00
          


Fingerprinted:


DOC#:
Y


Court Translator: N Language:


GPS monitored: If not a U.S. citizen, contact embassy consulateN


On July 14, 2016 and on July 15, 2016, the defendant Charles Shade Rhinehart committed the offense of Accessory after the Fact to wit: 
Charles Shade Rhinehart was present when Charles Shannon Rhinehart was attacked by Stephen Taylor in a wooded area on Keys 
Court in Sanford, Florida. Taylor stabbed Charles Shannon Rhinehart several times with a small knife and the two separated.   Charles 
Shannon Rhinehart  followed Taylor away from his camp and struck Taylor several times in the head with a shovel causing his death.  
Charles Shannon Rhinehart  told Charles Shade Rhinehart that he had taken care of Taylor.   On July 14, 2016, Seminole County 
Deputies spoke to Charles Shade Rhinehart regarding the whereabouts of Taylor. Charles Shade Rhinehart failed to inform deputies 
that  Charles Shannon Rhinehart  had killed Taylor or where his body was located. On July 15, 2106, Seminole County Deputies and 
Sanford Police Officers interviewed Charles Shade Rhinehart regarding Taylor who had been reported missing by family members. 
Charles Shade Rhinehart again failed to inform law enforcement that he knew that Charles Shannon Rhinehart had killed Taylor or 
where his body was located. 


Based on the facts of this case I believe Charles Shade Rhinehart committed the offenses of Accessory after the fact by knowing that 
Charles Shannon Rhinehart had committed a homicide and by refusing to provide that information, assisted Charles Shannon Rhinehart  
in escaping detection and arrest.  Per Florida State Statute, any person who maintains or assists the principal or an accessory before 
the fact, or gives the offender any other aid, knowing that the offender had committed a crime and such crime was a capital, life, first 
degree, or second degree felony, or had been an accessory thereto before the fact, with the intent that the offender avoids or escapes 
detection, arrest, trial, or punishment, is an accessory after the fact.


Statements made by defendant prior to, during, and after arrest as related to each charge:


Name Race Sex DOB or Age


RHINEHART, CHARLES SHANNON W M 3/6/1970


JORDAN, CHRISTINA MARIE W F 3/17/1983


Statute# TypeOrdinanceCounts Reason#Attempt/CommitCharge Description


1 777.03      


Drug Qty: 0.00


PUBLIC ORDER CRIMES-ACCESSORY AFTER 
THE FACT SECOND DEGREE FELONY


No Commit


Business Address:


Business Phone:               


UNEMPLOYED                         Business Name:


Marital: Place of Birth:   


Name: RHINEHART, CHARLES SHADE 


County
NONE GIVEN
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ARREST REPORT


Seminole County Sheriff`s Office


N.S.A: 82 GRID


Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#: 5901154138


For the Public:


Juvenile:


Agency Report #:


Yes


No


201600005600


Cmty: WAC







ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION


Miranda
Warning


HOLD FOR OTHER AGENCY
Name:


           Reason:


I swear/affirm the above and reversed and attached statements are true and correct. 
Officer's/Complaintant's Signature


 ANDERSON, DANIEL WILLIAM            197089
 Name(Printed) and Employee#


Verified By:


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the 
undersigned


authority, this _____ day of
___________________,


in the year ____________.


Name/Title of Person Authorized to 
Adminster Oath.


B
O
N
D


I
N
F
O


Date Bond: Charge # Bond: Charge #


Type:          Type:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Date:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Time:


Releasing Officer:


ADULTS ONLY!!
Hold for First Appearance
DO NOT BOND


Bond 
Type:
1. R.O.R.
2. Cash


3.Surety
4. Bail/
     Bond


5. Cert.
6. Other
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ARREST REPORT


Seminole County Sheriff`s Office


N.S.A: 82 GRID


Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#: 5901154138


For the Public:


Juvenile:


Agency Report #:


Yes


No


201600005600


Cmty: WAC












HOMELESS, SANFORD, FL 32771


DEFENDANT


Height:


Local Address:


Job:


DL#:


Weight: Eyes: Hair:


Race: Sex: DOB: Or Age:


Alcohol Related: Drug Related:


W F 3/17/1983


507 150 BRO BRO U U
Phone:               Residence:


Religion:


                         


DL State: FL SSN: S 
Citizenship: United States of America


Next of Kin: Relationship: NOK Phone:


Alias Name(s): Person Identifier(s):


NONE   


Co-Defendant(s):


CHARGE(S)


P
C


The undersignted certifieds and swears that he/she has just and reasonable grounds to believe, and does believe that the above named defendant committed the following violation of law:


On the 18 of July, 2016 at 12:00 AM (Specifically include facts constituting cause for arrest.)     |   BOND: 15,000.00


P.C. Exists for Charge(s): Judges's Signature: Date:


Weapon Seized:


Arrest Location:


Offense Location:


Arrest Date/Time:


Jail#:


No
100 BUSH BLVD, SANFORD, FL 32773
KEYS COURT, SANFORD, FL 32773
7/18/2016 0:00
            


Weapon Type: UNKNOWN


Booked Date/Time:


Local#:
7/18/2016 0:00
        


Jail Date/Time:


FDLE#:
7/18/2016 0:00
          


Fingerprinted:


DOC#:
 


Court Translator: N Language:


GPS monitored: If not a U.S. citizen, contact embassy consulateN


On July 14, 2016 and on July 15, 2016, the defendant Christine Jordan committed the offense of Accessory after the Fact to wit: Jordan 
was present when Charles Rhinehart was attacked by Stephen Taylor in a wooded area on Keys Court in Sanford, Florida. Taylor 
stabbed Rhinehart several times with a small knife and the two separated.  Rhinehart followed Taylor away from his camp and struck 
Taylor several times in the head with a shovel causing his death. Rhinehart told Jordan that Taylor was dead.   On July 14, 2016, 
Seminole County Deputies spoke to Jordan regarding the whereabouts of Taylor. Jordan failed to inform deputies that Rhinehart had 
killed Taylor or where his body was located. On July 15, 2106, Seminole County Deputies and Sanford Police Officers interviewed 
Jordan regarding Taylor who had been reported missing by family members. Jordan again failed to inform law enforcement that she 
knew that Rhinehart had killed Taylor or where his body was located. 


Based on the facts of this case I believe Jordan committed the offenses of Accessory after the fact by knowing that Rhinehart had 
committed a homicide and by refusing to provide that information, assisted Rhinehart in escaping detection and arrest.  Per Florida State 
Statute, any person who maintains or assists the principal or an accessory before the fact, or gives the offender any other aid, knowing 
that the offender had committed a crime and such crime was a capital, life, first degree, or second degree felony, or had been an 
accessory thereto before the fact, with the intent that the offender avoids or escapes detection, arrest, trial, or punishment, is an 
accessory after the fact.


Statements made by defendant prior to, during, and after arrest as related to each charge:


Name Race Sex DOB or Age


RHINEHART, CHARLES SHANNON W M 3/6/1970


RHINEHART, CHARLES SHADE W M 12/27/1997


Statute# TypeOrdinanceCounts Reason#Attempt/CommitCharge Description


1 777.03      


Drug Qty: 0.00


PUBLIC ORDER CRIMES-ACCESSORY AFTER 
THE FACT SECOND DEGREE FELONY


No Commit


Business Address:


Business Phone:               


UNEMPLOYED                         Business Name:


Marital: Place of Birth:   


Name: JORDAN, CHRISTINA MARIE 


County
NONE GIVEN
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ARREST REPORT


Seminole County Sheriff`s Office


N.S.A: 82 GRID


Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#:


For the Public:


Juvenile:


Agency Report #:


Yes


No


201600005600


Cmty: WAC







ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION


Miranda
Warning


HOLD FOR OTHER AGENCY
Name:


           Reason:


I swear/affirm the above and reversed and attached statements are true and correct. 
Officer's/Complaintant's Signature


 ANDERSON, DANIEL WILLIAM            197089
 Name(Printed) and Employee#


Verified By:


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the 
undersigned


authority, this _____ day of
___________________,


in the year ____________.


Name/Title of Person Authorized to 
Adminster Oath.


B
O
N
D


I
N
F
O


Date Bond: Charge # Bond: Charge #


Type:          Type:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Date:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Time:


Releasing Officer:


ADULTS ONLY!!
Hold for First Appearance
DO NOT BOND


Bond 
Type:
1. R.O.R.
2. Cash


3.Surety
4. Bail/
     Bond


5. Cert.
6. Other
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ARREST REPORT


Seminole County Sheriff`s Office


N.S.A: 82 GRID


Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#:


For the Public:


Juvenile:


Agency Report #:


Yes


No


201600005600


Cmty: WAC























 
###


